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Guidance to Work Groups for Developing Draft 
Marine Protected Area Proposals in

Round 2 for the North Coast Study Region
Presentation to the MLPA North Coast Regional Stakeholder Group

March 24-25, 2010 • Crescent City, CA

Eric Poncelet and Ben Gettleman, Kearns & West

Marine Life Protection Act Initiative
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MPA Proposal Development Timeline
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Summary of Round 1

• Eight complete external 
proposed marine protected 
area (MPA) arrays were 
submitted

• External arrays have been 
evaluated by the science 
advisory team, California 
Department of Fish and 
Game (DFG), California 
Department of Parks and 
Recreation, and MLPA 
Initiative staff
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Round 2 Process Design

• Two cross-interest “work groups” of the MLPA 
North Coast Regional Stakeholder Group 
(NCRSG) are charged with developing draft MPA 
proposals in Round 2

• NCRSG members will participate in one of two 
work groups (named “sapphire” and “ruby”)

• Facilitation, planning, DFG and MarineMap/GIS 
staff will be assigned to each work group to assist

• California State Parks, science support and senior 
staff will also be available to support the work 
groups
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Round 2 Guidance 

• Each work group will aim to develop a single 
Round 2 proposal that has broad based-support

– Contingency plan: develop two proposals with goal of 
minimizing differences

• Work groups will build on ideas contained in, and 
evaluation results of, Round 1 external arrays 

• Each work group will select two or three co-
leads, who will:

– Report back to the full NCRSG and task force
– Coordinate within respective work groups and 

with I-Team
– Assist I-Team with quality control at end of Round 2
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Round 2 Work Sessions & Meetings 

• April 20-21 (Fort Bragg) – Work session to 
develop Round 2 draft MPA proposals

• May 19 (Crescent City) – Work session to 
continue development of Round 2 proposals

• May 20 (Crescent City) – NCRSG meeting to 
finalize Round 2 proposals 

– Mix of formal meeting discussions, public comment 
and additional work session time 

• Work groups are encouraged to continue 
discussions outside of work sessions and 
meetings
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Elements of Complete MPA Proposals

• Narrative rationale
• Collection of specifically-

defined MPAs that 
constitute a regional
component of the 
statewide network

• Consideration of existing 
MPAs
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Key Guidance and Information

• MLPA
• MLPA master plan for MPAs
• Guidance received from science advisory team, task 

force, DFG, State Parks, I-Team
• North coast regional goals and objectives
• Evaluations of Round 1 external MPA arrays and existing 

MPAs
• Other information sources

– Regional profile
– GIS layers/MarineMap
– Informational presentations
– Responses to science questions
– NCRSG member knowledge
– Public input

• Additional guidance expected (e.g., tribal, Goal 3)
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Round 3 Preview 

• NCRSG will prepare “final MPA proposals” for 
evaluation/presentation to the MLPA Blue 
Ribbon Task Force (BRTF)

• Process design not yet finalized
• Round 3 proposals will likely be synthesis of 

proposals from work groups, public comment, 
and iterative feedback 

• Proposal development will also be informed by 
feedback from public open houses in July
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Round 3 – Key Dates (2010)

• July 6-8 – Public open houses
• July 29 – NCRSG meeting (Fort Bragg)
• July 30 – NCRSG work session (Fort Bragg)
• August 30 – NCRSG work session (Eureka)
• August 31 – NCRSG meeting (Eureka) to 

finalize Round 3 proposals 
• October 26-28 – NCRSG members present 

Round 3 MPA proposals to BRTF 
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Work Group Communications

• Work group list servers
– Sapphire Work Group: 

MLPA_Sapphire@lists.resources.ca.gov
– Ruby Work Group:

MLPA_Ruby@lists.resources.ca.gov

• Ground rules for email communications apply

• Ideas can also be shared in MarineMap
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Work Group Composition 

Sapphire Work Group Ruby Work Group
Jim Bassler Jim Burns
Russ Crabtree Bruce Campbell
John Dixon Steve Chaney
Ben Doane Greg Dale
Brandi Easter Jacque Hostler
Don Gillespie Robert Jamgochian
Ben Henthorne David Jensen
Larry Knowles Tim Klassen
Zack Larson Kevin McGrath
Bill Lemos Kevin McKernan
Aaron Newman Charlie Notthoff
Pete Nichols Jennifer Savage
Megan Rocha Atta Stevenson
Valerie Stanley Tom Trumper
Harold Wollenberg Adam Wagschal
David Wright Rob Wakefield
Richard Young Rewiti Wiki




